
Governor Walz Announces Minnesota Experience Drawings for ‘Kids Deserve a Shot’ Campaign  
  

Experiences were donated from some of the biggest names in the Minnesota sports and entertainment 
industries 

  
All fully vaccinated 12-17-year-olds eligible to enter for a chance to win experience drawings in addition 

to $100,000 college scholarship  
  

  
Today, Governor Tim Walz announced an initial lineup of Minnesota experiences that will be awarded to 
winners of the weekly drawings for the ‘Kids Deserve a Shot’ vaccine incentives campaign. Minnesota 
experiences were donated from some of the biggest names in the sports and entertainment industries 
to encourage Minnesotans ages 12-17 to roll up their sleeves and get fully vaccinated against COVID-19.  
  
“It takes all of us to fight COVID-19, and every shot in the arm is critical to curbing the spread and 
saving lives,” said Governor Walz. “We need all Minnesotans 12-17 to join us. From first pitch to First 
Ave, you can win an amazing experience for simply getting fully vaccinated. I am so grateful for our 
incredible partners in Minnesota’s sports and entertainment industries encouraging kids to roll up 
their sleeves and support our fight against COVID-19.”  
  
“We are committed to doing everything we can to keep our kids and community safe during this 
pandemic, and Minnesota’s sports and entertainment industries are stepping up to help us do so,” 
said Lieutenant Governor Peggy Flanagan. “I hope our kids and young people are as excited about 
these incentives as I am about making sure they’re protected from COVID. It’s easy: get fully 
vaccinated and get your shot at one of these incredible rewards.” 
  
All fully vaccinated 12-17-year-olds can enter for a chance to win the drawings below:  
  

● Minnesota Vikings  
● Player Meet & Greet Experience: You and one guest will have the opportunity to meet a 

Vikings player and tour the Minnesota Vikings Museum. The meet and greet experience 
will take place within a group setting, and includes the opportunity for a Q&A session, 
an individual photo with the player, autographed item, and tour of the Vikings museum.  

● Choose Your Autograph: Pick your favorite current Minnesota Vikings players and you 
can receive a signed authentic NFL football from that player that will be sent directly to 
your home.  

● Game Day: Receive a pair of tickets to the 12/26 game as the Minnesota Vikings take on 
the Los Angeles Rams at U.S. Bank Stadium.  

● Training Camp VIP Experience: Join the Minnesota Vikings at Training Camp in Eagan, 
Minnesota for a VIP experience in the summer of 2022. This package is for four 
individuals and will include tickets, parking, food & beverage, and a special gift. Get a 
chance to see the Vikings up-close before the start of the 2022 season!  

● Minnesota Twins  
● Ceremonial First Pitch: Opportunity for one person to throw out one of three 

ceremonial first pitches prior to the start of the game. Also includes an official MLB 
baseball, four complimentary tickets to stay and watch that day’s game, and a meet and 
greet/photo moment with Twins Personnel.  

https://mn.gov/covid19/vaccine/vaccine-rewards/kids-deserve-a-shot/index.jsp


● Pizza Party: Tickets for 20 individuals on one of the exclusive Twins executive office 
balconies with pizza and non-alcoholic beverages for 20 people.  

● Minnesota Wild  
● 4 tickets and 2 Zamboni rides for the Wild game vs. Anaheim on January 14.  
● 4 tickets and 2 Zamboni rides for the Wild game vs. Montreal on January 24.  
● 1 player-signed jersey of winner’s choice.  
● 1 player-signed stick of winner’s choice.  
● 1 hour of ice time at Xcel Energy Center.  

● Minnesota Lynx  
● 12-person suite, pregame bench sit to watch warm-ups courtside, and the  opportunity 

for youth to participate in a post-game free throw.  
● Minnesota Timberwolves  

● 12-person suite, pregame bench sit to watch warm-ups courtside, and the  opportunity 
for youth to participate in a post-game free throw.  

● Minnesota United   
● Training experience for you and one guest that includes watching a 2022 training 

session, training facility tour, group photo with players, and lunch with the team in the 
cafeteria. One custom jersey included.  

● St. Paul Saints  
● 15-person suite and first pitch prior to game.  

● University of Minnesota Golden Gophers  
● 2 tickets to a game of your choice in the 2021-22 season for Gopher Men's Basketball, 

Women's Basketball, Men's Hockey, or Women's Hockey (based on availability) as well 
as a pre-game VIP experience to watch warm-ups from the court/ice level.  

● First Avenue  
● 2 tickets to Eric Nam in the Mainroom at First Avenue on 2/11, 2 shirts, and a $25 gift 

card to The Depot Tavern.  
● 2 tickets to Still Woozy in the Mainroom at First Avenue on 2/22, 2 shirts, and a $25 gift 

card to The Depot Tavern.  
● 2 tickets to Hippo Campus at the Armory 4/23, and a $25 gift card to The Depot Tavern.  
● 2 tickets to Hippo Campus at the Armory 4/23, and a $25 gift card to The Depot Tavern.  

● Como Park Zoo and Conservatory  
● Keeper for the Day: Work alongside a professional zookeeper and participate in the daily 

duties of caring for the beloved animals from food prep, exhibit cleaning, and animal 
enrichment.  

● Wintergreen Dogsled Lodge  
● Sunday dogsled day trip for 4 in Ely, Minnesota.  

  
Minnesota experiences will be divided up and drawn across all five drawing weeks from November 19 — 
December 17. Minnesotans can refer to the official drawing rules online to see which experiences will be 
drawn each week.  
  
Parents/guardians can enter their children for a chance to win these experiences and a $100,000 
Minnesota college scholarship at https://mn.gov/covid19/vaccine/vaccine-rewards/kids-deserve-a-
shot/. 

   
Parents/guardians must enter their 12-17-year-old by the entry deadline to be eligible for the following 
drawing(s). Once a kid is entered, they will be included in all following drawings. The drawings will be 

https://mn.gov/covid19/vaccine/vaccine-rewards/kids-deserve-a-shot/rules-scholarship.jsp
https://mn.gov/covid19/vaccine/vaccine-rewards/kids-deserve-a-shot/
https://mn.gov/covid19/vaccine/vaccine-rewards/kids-deserve-a-shot/


conducted by the Minnesota State Lottery. Additional experiences may be announced in the coming 
weeks. 
 
Como Park Zoo and Conservatory Director Michelle Furrer said, “Como’s core audience is kids and if by 
providing these unique experiences encourages families to roll up their sleeves, the faster we can get 
back to providing normal visits to our favorite places like Como Park Zoo and Conservatory. A few 
lucky teens can see what it’s like to be a zookeeper for a day and learn what it takes to provide daily 
care and conservation for all the creatures of Como Zoo.”  
  
First Avenue Productions President and CEO Dayna Frank said, “First Avenue encourages everyone 
eligible for the vaccine to get their shots. Live music should be safe for everyone, and getting 
vaccinated helps keep live music going. All First Avenue venues require proof of vaccination or a 
negative test for entry, so each of these ticket packages will let vaccinated winners into the concerts 
for an incredible night of live music.”  
  
Minnesota Timberwolves and Lynx CEO Ethan Casson said, “In continued partnership with Governor 
Walz and the Minnesota Department of Health, ‘Kids Deserve a Shot’ is another critical step forward 
in vaccinating our youth to decrease the spread of COVID-19. We hope our young people are 
encouraged to get vaccinated and win a unique experience in the process.”  
  
Minnesota Twins Vice President of Community Engagement Nancy O’Brien said, “Helping our kids safely 
engage in school and play by getting them vaccinated is of critical importance for all Minnesotans. 
We’re proud to come together with Governor Tim Walz and our fellow sports teams to support this 
crucial effort against COVID-19.”  
  
Minnesota United CEO Shari Ballard said, “Minnesota United is proud to partner with Governor Walz 
on the ‘Kids Deserve a Shot’ program. We have been consistent in our view that vaccination is 
unequivocally the most important step that can be taken to prevent the spread of COVID-19 and avoid 
significant illness. We are thrilled to be able to offer this fun, one of a kind experience as an incentive 
for our young Loons fans to become vaccinated.”  
  
Minnesota Wild President Matt Majka said, “We are excited to donate some fun items and experiences 
from the Minnesota Wild to help encourage children in the State of Hockey to get vaccinated.”  
  
St. Paul Saints Executive Vice President and General Manager Derek Sharrer said, “The St. Paul Saints 
organization is proud to be a small part of the incredible work that MDH is doing as they get the 
message out on the importance of vaccinations among children and youth in Minnesota. We have 
worked closely with the Governor’s task force and MDH since 2020 and will continue to help wherever 
we can.”  
  
Wintergreen Dogsled Lodge Co-Owners Paul and Sue Schurke said, "Our furry 4-legged friends look 
forward to gifting you the winter ride of your life in exchange for your gift of good health by getting 
vaccinated."  


